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SECOND INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE FOR THE STUDY 
OF CANCER (PARIS, OCTOBER 1-5, 1910) AND NINTH 
INTERNATIONAL ANTITUBERCULOSIS CONFERENCE 
(BRUSSELS, OCTOBER 5-8, 1910). 

By Reid Hunt, Professor of Pharmacology, Hygienic Laboratory, United States 
Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service. 

THE SECOND INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE FOR THE STUDY OF 

CANCER. 

The minister of public instruction presided and made an address 
at the opening session; other addresses were made by the president 
of the conference, the dean of the faculty of medicine, the president 
of the French society for the study of cancer, and the delegates 
from foreign countries. The president of the conference, Profes- 
sor Czerny, stated that recent statistics show that cancer is increas- 
ing and that m some countries it ranks second as the cause of death 
in adults. He expressed the opinion that the subject of etiology 
could best be approached by a thorough, detailed study of the con- 
ditions under which individual patients live. The subsequent meet- 
ings were entirely of a scientific and technical character. The 
papers and discussions related almost exclusively to the disease as 
it occurs in man, the communications on the occurrence of cancer 
in the lower animals being less numerous than at the first conference. 
The subjects were discussed under six heads: (1) Histology and 
histological diagnosis; (2) Statistics; (3) Clinical diagnosis; (4) 
Therapeutics; (5) Etiology and experimental pathogenesis; (6) 
Comparative pathology. A number of formal reports, by dis- 
tinguished investigators, were presented upon each of these sub- 
jects; these reports were then discussed. Among the points espe- 
cially emphasized under the first heading (Histology and histologi- 
cal diagnosis) was the need of a uniform international classifica- 
tion and nomenclature of cancer based upon histology; an outline 
for such a classification was presented by Delbet, Menetrier, and 
Herrenschmidt. A committee was appointed to report on the 
subject at the next conference. Upon the second subject (Statis- 
tics) exhaustive reports were made by a number of authorities. 
These reports dealt with the methods of collecting, tabulating, and 
interpreting statistics of mortality and morbidity from cancer 
rather than with the results themselves. The importance of col- 
lecting statistics as to the duration of the disease was also empha- 
sized. Some striking figures were presented as to the extent of 
cancer, the mortality from this disease being in some places almost 
as high as that from tuberculosis. It was pointed out that there 
is a higher death rate from cancer among women in the United 
States, as compared with men, than in any other country. The 
death rate from cancer of the stomach was stated to be especially high 
in the United States. 
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More time was devoted to the laboratory diagnosis and to the 
treatment of cancer than to any other subjects. Very complete 
reports were presented on the diagnosis of cancer by examination 
of the blood, and the various methods proposed were critically 
examined. The question of the better education of the medical 
profession in the early diagnosis of cancer and the methods of edu- 
cating the laity as to the importance of its early diagnosis were dis- 
cussed in detail. Under therapeutics, especial attention was given 
to the nonsurgical treatment (X rays, fulguration, radium, serum, 
and vaccine therapy) , although two reports on the surgical treatment 
were presented. Nearly all the speakers agreed that the nonsurgical 
forms of treatment have but a limited field of usefulness. In the 
fifth section (Etiology and experimental pathogenesis) very inter- 
esting reports were submitted by Van Dungern on immunity, and 
by Borrel on parasitism and tumors. The relation of traumatism to 
cancer and the legal questions arising therefrom were discussed in 
detail. In the sixth section (Comparative pathology) a report was 
made upon the tumors of lower animals and the points in which 
they resemble and those in which they differ from those in man were 
discussed. No evidence was presented that the cancers of lower 
animals are ever transmitted to man, but it was generally recognized 
that in many, although by no means in all, of the tumors of the lower 
animals similar pathological processes occur as in man. 

The members of the conference were the recipients of much hospi- 
tality on the part of the officers and members of the French associa- 
tion for the study of cancer, under whose auspices the conference 
was held, and from the municipal authorities of Paris. Twenty- 
three of the leading countries of the world were officially represented. 

ANTITUBERCULOSIS CONFERENCE. 

I arrived in Brussels the night of October 5 and attended all of 
the sessions of the Ninth International Antituberculosis Conference, 
beginning on the morning of October 6. The meetings were held, 
for the most part, in the palace of the governor of Brabant, who was 
president of the committee of organization. The first session was 
under the presidency of M. Berryer, minister of the interior of Bel- 
gium, who made the opening address. M. Beco, governor of Bra- 
bant, and M. Bourgeois, president of the international antitubercu- 
losis association, also made addresses. The opening addresses were 
followed immediately by a scientific session, at which the questions of 
congenital tuberculosis infection and predisposition to tuberculosis 
were discussed in great detail. Among those taking a very active 
part in this discussion were Landouzy, Arloing, Aufrecht, Calmette, 
Guerin, Raw, Renon, and a number of others. The discussion of this 
subject was continued at the afternoon session. At the third session 
the subjects of the "Protection of children from tuberculosis" and 
"Tuberculosis and the school" were discussed from many stand- 
points. The afternoon session was devoted to the subject of the 
influence of women in the campaign against tuberculosis and to a 
public lecture by Calmette. 

At the closing session reports on the progress of the campaign 
against tuberculosis in the following countries were presented: Ger- 
many, Austria, Belgium, United States (by Doctor Ravenel), Denmark, 
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France, England, Bulgaria, Italy, Roumania, Switzerland, Greece, 
Russia, Sweden, and Holland. Several of the special commissions 
of the conference also made reports (for the most part preliminary). 
Thus the board of management reported on the plans for the meeting 
and exhibitions at Rome next year; the commission on sanatoria 
submitted a detailed report (to be published soon in "Tuberculosis") 
dealing especially with the cost of public sanatoria for adults; the 
commission on solar radiation reported briefly on experiments on the 
effects of light upon metabolism; the commission on international 
statistics made a number of recommendations as to the manner of 
collecting and tabulating statistics of mortality and morbidity from 
tuberculosis. The commission on milk stated that they had been 
able to have only a preliminary meeting and had no report to 
submit. 

In addition to the formal discussions and reports a number of com- 
munications on various phases of tuberculosis were presented. 
Arrangements were made for visits to the tuberculosis hospitals and 
dispensaries at Antwerp, Liege, and Namur. 



